Newly Installed Rain Garden by NJ RD&C at the Unionville Vineyard - Dec. '21

East Amwell Environmental Commission/Green Team
2022 is set to be a great year! The Environmental Commission is looking forward to its
first cleanup at Amwell Lake on March 20th, as well as partnering with the Raritan
Headwaters Association on their annual stream cleanup on April 23rd. The EC have taken
over the roadside cleanup this year, which will be on April 2-3rd. Volunteer signups are
available for all, and additional cleanups are planned throughout the year. These events are
grant-funded and are provided in an effort to educate residents, especially youth, on the

Calendar
Amwell Lake Cleanup
Saturday, March 20th
(Rain Date 27th)
Time: 1-3 p.m

importance of litter abatement and watershed advocacy.
The commission is working on applying for a Sustainable Jersey grant to put toward funding
tree planting initiatives within the community and is awaiting a decision on a grant that will
assist in the installation of an electric vehicle charger.
In April, Raritan Headwaters will be providing its annual well testing initiative. Information has

Commission Meeting
Monday, March 28th
Time: 7:30 p.m. (Hybrid)

been provided on the township website.
The Sourland Conservancy hopes to plant another 10,000 trees within East Amwell, which is
not only exciting but imperative to a healthy Sourland region, especially in light of the ash
borer crisis. The NJ Forestry Service advised that the Sourlands were on track to lose 1
MILLION trees over the next few years due to the ash borer. The conservancy took action,
planting 10,000 trees last year. It was a successful initiative that saw help from residents,
youth groups and multiple organizations and townships. We hope the next round of plantings
happen, look forward to assisting them, and will provide residents with information as it

Roadside Cleanup
April 3rd
Well Testing
April 5th - 9th
Municipal Building

becomes available.
The Environmental Commission’s priority is to increase community education and awareness
about the protection and appreciation of the natural resources in the township.

For more information, please visit our township website. We are updating it educational
materials, status updates on our work and volunteer opportunities.

Raritan Headwaters
Stream Cleanup
Saturday, April 23rd

4th Quarter Summary
The East Amwell Environmental Commission/Green Team has been working to increase
community education and awareness about the protection and appreciation of the natural
resources in the township.
In

October, the Environmental Commission gathered information about the benefits of installing community electric vehicle

charging stations and possible grants to cover the cost of installation. The commission updated the Township Committee about
information regarding a DC fast charging station and solicited estimates from two electricians. The EC submitted a BPU grant
application for a charger, and the EC expects a decision in the spring. The EC hopes that more incentives will be made
available, thus making this install more of a reality.

March 20, 2022. In addition, the EC
approached Raritan Headwaters Association about including East Amwell waterways in their annual spring cleanup, which is
scheduled to take place April 23, 2022 - Earth Day weekend. A signup will be available early March!
The EC received a clean communities grant to organize a cleanup of Amwell Lake on

Members of the EC have also divided up relevant initiatives under Sustainable Jersey to determine which actions the township
has already completed and are close to completing. During 2022, members will begin to gather evidence to certify
completion of these initiatives in an effort to move closer to having East Amwell attain recognition as a bronze certified
sustainable community.
The EC also published an educational article in the VIP about the damage deer cause to the community and the need for deer
management strategies.
If you have any further questions, feel free to contact ECGT Secretary, Alison Kavchok or Chair, Marnie Stetson.

Deer Management
f you are new to East Amwell, you may also be new to deer-hunting season.

I

It is likely you have already become acquainted with our deer, but maybe you are less familiar with the important need to
manage them. Wildlife biologists believe a healthy deer population is somewhere between 5 and 15 deer per square mile. This
minimizes the deer’s susceptibility to disease, the ability of deer to transmit Lyme disease to humans, and the damage they
cause to agriculture, woodlands, and our cars.
At last count, in 2018, East Amwell had at least 120 deer per square mile. This is a problem on farms that endure crop loss, for
homeowners who see their plants decimated, and for the deer themselves, who are more likely to succumb to starvation during
a harsh winter or to disease when there are too many of them. Deer also pose a serious risk on our roads. According to the
American Automobile Association, from October to December 2018, there were 5,271 car crashes in NJ, caused by deer. That is
a deer-related collision every 25 minutes during mating season.
Perhaps even less understood is the destruction overpopulated deer cause to our forests. When deer browse on seedlings and
underbrush, they destroy the forest understory, disrupting the natural life cycle of the forest and destroying important habitat
for North American songbirds.
White-tailed deer pose a management challenge partly because they are so good at reproducing. They have no effective
natural predators in NJ and a doe can begin producing fawns as early as one year old, and she keeps producing one, two, or
sometimes three, deer for her entire life.
Hunting holds promise as an effective method to control deer. While sterilization has been an option that has been researched,
it costs roughly $1,000 per deer and is not 100% effective.

With today’s deer population in East Amwell, that is not yet a

viable option.

JOIN
THE EC:

eastamwelltownship.com/161/Environmental-CommissionGreen-Team-ECGT
email: environmental@eastamwelltownship.com

Deer Management, continued
Hunting in our area began on September 11th with bow season. Firearm season opened on December 6th. During this time,
hunters are operating under state regulations with licenses. It is also important to recognize that shots you hear outside of the
hunting season are not necessarily in violation of the hunting rules. Farmers are eligible for depredation permits that allow them
to control deer herds on their property during the growing season if an overabundance of deer have led to destruction to their
crops, and several of our local landowners have such permits. Throughout the year, you may also hear recreational shooting,
such as target practice, occurring in East Amwell. Plus, there are other hunting seasons in NJ for various small game and fowl.
For more information, visit NJ Fish and Wildlife. https://www.njfishandwildlife.com/.

Deer are a valued part of the New Jersey landscape and balancing their health and well-being is an ongoing
challenge. Hunting is one part of that effort. Deer hunting, however, does not mean that you need to stay in your house. To
learn more about how best to marry hunting and hiking, please check out https://www.njhiking.com/hiking-nj-during-huntingseason/.

February - Radon Awareness Month
The following information was provided
to residents in February.
The Environmental Commission, on behalf of the
Bureau of Environmental Radiation: Radon Section,
is providing this information in an effort to get as
many homes tested as possible to reduce radon
risks to residents in East Amwell.

Facts About Radon, and What You Can Do
RADON is the second leading cause of lung cancer and the leading cause among non-smokers.
RADON is invisible and odorless; therefore, it’s easy to ignore this potential hazard in our own homes.
RADON is a radioactive gas that occurs naturally when uranium and radium break down in the soil and in rock formations
- our geographic location means ahigh probability of contamination.

RADON gas moves up through the soil and finds its way into homes through cracks in the foundation and openings
around pumps, pipes and drains.

RADON is measured in picoCuries per liter (pCi/L) of air. The average U.S. indoor level is 1.3 pCi/L. At 4 pCi/L, the risk of
lung cancer from radon is greater than the risk from fire or other home accidents.
Fortunately, testing for radon is simple and inexpensive. Certified radon measurement/mitigation businesses provide testing
services or do-it-yourself test kits. A list of certified radon professionals may be found at NJRadon.org. Test kits can also be
obtained from many hardware stores and home improvement stores.

FREE test kits are provided to NJ residents at:
Hunterdon County Complex, Route 12, Phone: (908) 788-1351 If the test indicates a radon problem, radon mitigation systems
can be installed at a cost similar to that of other home repairs.

Mitigation/testing services may be provided by:
Hunterdon Pest Control, Certification #MED90010, Phone: (908) 537-2820

Visit the EC website for a FAQ on Lead Exposure & Well Testing
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Kit Info:
Basic Kit $60
Basic kit includes tests for coliform bacteria,
E.coli, and nitrate. Test every year.

Arsenic $35
Testing recommended every 3-5 years.

Lead $25
All homes built before 1987 should have
drinking water tested for lead.

Iron $15
Iron may cause aesthetic issues such as rust
stains or a metallic taste.

Radon $50
Radon in well water is a common issue. Test
at
least once.

Gross Alpha $80
Gross Alpha is a test for uranium and radium.
(other testing options are available)

EVENING PICK UP: April 5th from 5:00-7:00pm.
RETURN: Water samples must then be returned to
Municipal Building on April 11 from 7:00 to 9:30am.
MORE INFO: contact the RHA Well Testing Office
908-234-1852 ext. 401

Fast Facts!
Did you know?
Bioswales are shallow inlets lined with native plants
that capture stormwater runoff. They are one of the
most effective forms of flood remediation (similar to
rain gardens - and they're pretty, too.

The Sourlands are one of the few forests - if not
only - in the State where more than HALF of the
trees are 100+ years old!

NJ Passed the Save the Bees Bill
This bill restricts the use of neonics,
a type of pesticide and known
health hazard responsible
for massive bee die-off.

Now you Do!
Visit the Environmental Commission's website
There's plenty of information on rain garden
design, as well as upcoming educational events
for residents on how to incorporate one.

Visit one of the many preserves right in your
backyard! Maps and information may be found on
the Commission website.

Awareness is key. Neonic pesticides have
contributed to lost revenue for beekeepers, which
ultimately affect farmers. Beekeeping is a $7
million industry which in turn helps pollinate $200
million in crops. Neonics also have also
contributed to bird loss, and show up in surface
water testing. In short-this common-sense ban
makes sense for ALL; animals, farmers, fishermen-

YOU.

#JerseyNative The NJ Native Plants program was

Shopping for native plants is easier than ever!

signed in to law. It will provide homeowners with a

Buy native; it helps sustain the wildlife that keeps

labeling system helping them to buy native plants!

New Jersey "The Garden State". The #jerseynative
program makes it easy for homeowners and the
Environmental Commission have garden templates
ready to help you plan your yard!

GUESS WHAT?!

The Bag Ban goes into effect on May 4, 2022
It's not that difficult!

Exciting, right? Here's
some info on #BAGUPNJ
to help you adjust!

And here's some info on
the Skip the Straw
initiative, already in
effect!
Hint: buy 1 reusable bag each time you grocery shop. At Shop Rite: $1.25 per bag, sometimes
cheaper options. Or, add bulk reusable bags to your next Amazon purchase!

Trees, Water, Etc.
You may have noticed ... a lot of trees,
particularly ash, are not in good
shape. The Environmental
Commission are working to change
that through education and outreach
within the community.
A goal of the Environmental Commission is to provide
community education and outreach regarding tree
maintenance, care and advocacy.

The EC have applied for grants in hopes to provide
seedlings and planting initiatives to residents at
future events. But it's not JUST trees; it's am
opportunity to learn about your geographic area, and
how to care for it.

What is Community Education?
Seminars, assemblies, demonstrations aimed
toward educating residents on sustainability
issues - not just about trees, but about flood
plain management, rain garden and barrel
demonstrations and planting natives

What is Outreach?
This here newsletter is one example. The EC will
also work toward providing learning materials,
and tree saplings to residents and hope to bring
environmentally informative lessons to schoolaged kids as well!

Anything else?
Keep an eye out for group hikes and stream
cleanups - we're working on more "action" items,
too.

Have better ideas? Send them to
environmental@eastamwelltownship.com
and join us at our meetings the
4th Mondays of the month!

Volunteer Opportunities!
It’s time to celebrate with us again!
Volunteers are needed for the Sourland Mountain Festival,
to be held July 23rd, rain or shine.
Volunteers receive free admission, a coveted t-shirt and
refreshments.
Join the fun and support the Sourland Conservancy!

Volunteer Registration (click image or visit)
www.SourlandMountainFest.com/volunteer
Keep East Amwell Beautiful - and learn a little something about
watershed advocacy while you're at it.

The Amwell Lake Cleanup is a great opportunity to get back
outside after a long winter, reconnect with your fellow residents. It
is also an opportunity for scouts to earn volunteer hours, and to
learn about water testing and advocacy. Enjoy fishing at Amwell
Lake? Then you'll want to keep it clean and healthy or else you
won't be catching much. Join us!
Bring gloves, boots and dress accordingly!

Click image to sign up

Raritan Headwaters will be hosting its 32nd Stream Cleanup and East Amwell is on the list! Join us as we clean up the Ida
debris along the Neshanic and Back Brooks between Cider Mill
and Manners.
This cleanup is long overdue, and its success is dependent upon
resident involvement.

Sign up opens in mid March and the EC hopes to see
residents out in force!

It s

u re
w ou
ld
y
Env
o
i ro n u j o i n R O C K
ed
me
t he if
nt a
aka
" t he l C om
m is
nic
s
eg
ro u i o n ,
p"

Chair: Marnie Stetson
Vice Chair: James Edwards
Secretary: Alison Kavchok
Member: Erica Johanson
Member: JD Groon
Member: Greg Chiacco
Member: Lindsey Manzo
Twp Liason: Mark
Castellano

Commission Members
Questions/Contact:
environmental@eastamwelltownship.com

Website:
Go to the East Amwell Main page, click
"Boards, Committees, Commissions" then
choose Environmental Commission

VACANCIES

Sign Up for Updates
Click above

